
 

Patient Experiences in the Rockwood 
Criminal Lunatic Asylum, 1857-1877 
 
Between 1857 and 1877 the Rockwood Criminal Lunatic Asylum, located by Kingston, Ontario, 
reputedly served as a laboratory for the study and treatment of criminal insanity. 
 
Drawing on a range of archival documents this study 
examines patient experiences in Canada's first 
purpose built institution for individuals deemed both 
‘mad' and ‘bad'. 
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A book length manuscript is near completion and two articles have been published: 
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